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lll. Research Methodology
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V. Evolution of Criminal Law in India

The development of criminal law in India can be traced through ancient Hindu jurisprudence,
Islamic criminal administration, colonial codification and post-independence constitutional governance.
Ancient systems relied upon religious texts and customary practices. The colonial period introduced
codification and centralized administration. Post-independence reforms gradually aligned criminal law with
constitutional values including liberty, equality and dignity. The development of criminal law in India can
be traced through ancient Hindu jurisprudence, Islamic criminal administration, colonial codification and
post-independence constitutional governance. Ancient systems relied upon religious texts and customary
practices. The colonial period introduced codification and centralized administration. Post-independence
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V.  Origin and Structure of the IPC
The IPC was drafted under the leadership of Lord Macaulay and enacted in 1860. It categorized

offences systematically and established principles such as intention, knowledge, negligence, abetment and
common intention. The Code influenced many jurisdictions and became a landmark example of legal
codification. However, its colonial objectives and emphasis on maintaining imperial order generated
criticism in modern democratic India. The IPC was drafted under the leadership of Lord Macaulay and
enacted in 1860. It categorized offences systematically and established principles such as intention,
knowledge, negligence, abetment and common intention. The Code influenced many jurisdictions and
became a landmark example of legal codification. However, its colonial objectives and emphasis on
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VI. Need for Reform

Several factors contributed to demands for reform. Technological crimes, digital fraud, identity theft,
organized crime, terrorism and transnational offences challenged nineteenth-century legal assumptions.
Critics argued that criminal law should reflect contemporary realities and constitutional morality. Reform
advocates also emphasized decolonization and simplification of legal language. Several factors contributed
to demands for reform. Technological crimes, digital fraud, identity theft, organized crime, terrorism and
transnational offences challenged nineteenth-century legal assumptions. Critics argued that criminal law
should reflect contemporary realities and constitutional morality. Reform advocates also emphasized

decolonization and simplification of legal language.
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VII. Overview of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023

The BNS seeks to modernize substantive criminal law while retaining many foundational concepts.
It reorganizes offences, introduces provisions dealing with organized crime and terrorism, strengthens
protections for women and children and adopts community service as a punishment in selected cases. The
legislation is presented as a step toward an efficient and citizen-centric justice system. The BNS seeks to
modernize substantive criminal law while retaining many foundational concepts. It reorganizes offences,
introduces provisions dealing with organized crime and terrorism, strengthens protections for women and
children and adopts community service as a punishment in selected cases. The legislation is presented as a
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Xl. Constitutional Implications
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Xll. Implementation Challenges

The transition requires retraining judges, prosecutors, police officers and legal practitioners.
Educational institutions must update curricula and reference materials. Existing precedents developed under
the IPC must be reconciled with the new framework. Administrative preparedness is therefore central to
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Xlll.  Findings
The study finds that the BNS represents a significant legislative reform but not a complete departure

from the IPC. It introduces modern offences and restructuring while preserving many traditional concepts.
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XIV. Suggestions
Detailed judicial guidelines should be developed. Training programmes for stakeholders should be

expanded. Public legal awareness campaigns are necessary. Legislative review mechanisms should monitor
implementation and address emerging challenges. Constitutional safeguards must remain at the centre of
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XV. Conclusion

The transition from the IPC to the BNS marks a historic moment in Indian legal development.
Whether the reform ultimately strengthens the criminal justice system will depend upon implementation,
judicial interpretation and institutional capacity. The BNS provides an opportunity to modernize criminal

law while preserving the rule of law and constitutional governance. The transition from the IPC to the BNS
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